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WELCOME 

 

Welcome to the Kelly College Preparatory School prospectus. 

Choosing a school is one of the most important and significant things we do for our children. Here at 

YŜƭƭȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tǊŜǇ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ 

developing the skills, knowledge and values which will serve them well for the rest of their lives. The first 

few years of a child's education should be a time of excitement and enrichment. We aim to give all our 

pupils the best possible start to their school days and to prepare them in every way; not just for the next 

step in their education but for the rest of their lives.  

Our aim at Kelly Prep is to ensure that every child is challenged, stimulated and encouraged to make the 

most of every opportunity that comes their way and always to do the very best they can. Our children 

thrive in an environment where they can grow in self-confidence and one where they can experience a 

wide range of opportunities. They are encouraged to develop all their interests and talents, both within 

the extensive curriculum and through involvement in a wide range of clubs and activities, by a very 

dedicated and passionate team of staff.  

Our Nursery takes children from Rising Three and from there they move through to Reception and into 

the Pre-Prep. The Prep department accommodates the children aged seven to eleven and from here, 

most children transfer at the end of Year 6 to the Senior School.  

Taster sessions for children and family visits are offered prior to children joining us, ensuring a seamless 

transition into the school. We warmly invite you to visit us to see for yourself what Kelly College 

Preparatory School has to offer. 

I hope that you will enjoy this opportunity to find out more about our school. Please do make an 

appointment to come and see us ς you will be assured of a very warm welcome.  I look forward to 

meeting you. 

Matthew Foale 

 

Headmaster 

The school is a member of the Independent Association of Prep Schools 

άYŜƭƭȅ tǊŜǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ǳƴǇǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘǊƛǾŜǎ 

successfully to inculcate a love of learning, a genuine sense of community within and without 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΦέ 

Good Schools Guide December 2011 
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ETHOS 

 

Our first few years are precious and exciting, and have a deep impact on the rest of our lives. At Kelly 

College Preparatory School our contribution is to seek high academic standards whilst, more 

importantly, giving your child a caring, happy and adventurous start to his or her education. 

We have a very welcoming family environment. Our team of well-qualified teachers concentrate upon 

the development of social and academic abilities to help children establish strong and responsible 

values. 

Kelly College Preparatory is a co-educational day and boarding school for children aged 2 ½ to 11 years 

of age. The school is situated on the edge of Dartmoor National Park, a mile north of Tavistock and 

occupies a beautiful site, in peaceful and secure surroundings; an ideal setting to grow up in. 

¶ Caring family environment 

¶ Effective pastoral care 

¶ Broad and balanced curriculum 

¶ Dedicated and enthusiastic staff  
¶ Excellent grounds and facilities 
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KELLY COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

 

At Kelly College Prep School we pride ourselves in providing a challenging environment to stimulate and 

develop lively and enquiring minds and healthy bodies.  We encourage all pupils to reach their true 

potential and eventually become individuals who value learning with and from others, as a life long 

process.  Independence of thought and action is encouraged, together with application, perseverance 

and initiative. 

The curriculum is broad-based in order to facilitate the acquisition of knowledge, promote enjoyment in 

learning and to provide skills to equip students for their next school and further.  We aim for our pupils 

to enter the rapidly changing world of work and leisure as active and confident participants. 

Everyone at Kelly College Prep School works to create an atmosphere in which pupils feel secure and 

valued and encouraged to progress academically and socially.  We try to develop in them a sense of 

moral values, especially respect for others and their property, which will enable them to become 

responsible and considerate members of any community. Every child is recognised as an individual and 

the school community works hard to enhance their self-esteem.  

Parents are welcomed into the school and their varied contributions greatly appreciated.  We have 

always fostered links with the local community and endeavour, at all times, to maximise the advantages 

of the school's attractive location. 
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SCHOOL VALUES 

 

The Kelly Community aims to follow the values shown below. 

¶ Treat others as we expect to be treated 

¶ Forgive 

¶ Share 

¶ Listen 

¶ Be honest with ourselves and others 

¶ Be kind and helpful 

¶ Do our best to be our best 
 

These values are central to the curriculum, to the well-being of everyone at Kelly College Prep School 

and to life in general.  Our expectation is that everyone will strive to uphold them and we ask parents 

for their support with these both in school and at home.  Parents will be informed in the newsletter 

when school is focusing on a particular value. 
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Nursery and Foundation Stage 

 

First steps on the road to success 

The Nursery caters for children from two and a half years of age and is set within a separate wing of the 

school with its own outdoor play area. ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

needs are nurtured from the beginning. An excellent staff: pupil ratio ensures that the children are 

treated as individuals, allowing them to blossom and grow. Guided by our experienced and enthusiastic 

staff, children are able to progress steadily and naturally. A wide range of activities are designed to 

develop the many skills essential to the education of under fives. They have the opportunity for early 

number, pre-reading and pre-writing activities. In addition creative and play activities including music, 

dance/movement and a wide range of are activities are offered. 

Each session is structured to suit the age and ability of those children attending, both full and part-time, 

and provides many quality activities. Transition into pre-prep follows naturally. 
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Academic Life 

 

wŜŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ 

Children in the Pre-Prep (aged 4+ to 6+) are taught by highly qualified and experienced form teachers, 

and are ably supported by classroom assistants. In some areas of the Pre-Prep curriculum, children are 

ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ L/¢Φ ²Ŝ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ 

progress in terms of their own ability than in comparison with their peers. We believe it is crucial to 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ ! ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ 

environment is provided in which pupils learn and achieve their very best. 

¶ Specialist teachers and facilities 

¶ Small classes 

¶ High academic standards 

¶ Excellent exam success rate 

When pupils move into the Prep Department, subject specialist staff deliver an increasing proportion of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ-confidence through enquiry-based learning 

activities. A balanced curriculum focuses upon core subjects with time for arts, sports and extra-

curricular activities. Traditional learning goes hand in hand with modern technology to establish wide-

ranging skills and knowledge. 
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Whilst the majority of our pupils transfer to Kelly College Senior School, all children are prepared to the 

highest possible standard for entry to independent or maintained secondary schools at 11. Our aim is 

that they are well-rounded citizens by the time they leave. Our pupils are able to think for themselves, 

work to the best of their ability and display their talents to the full. More importantly, they have had fun 

getting there.  
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Promoting physical skills 

 

Encouraging teamwork & initiative 

Physical education 

Sport is a vital part of life for children of all ages and is a natural complement to our academic and 

cultural life. In sport we place the emphasis on maximum participation and enjoyment with a wide range 

of physical activities on offer. The children experience the major sports of football, rugby, hockey, 

netball, rounders, cricket and athletics as well as gymnastics. They also have the opportunity within the 

curriculum to try their hand at individual sports for example: horse riding, cross-country, tennis, golf and 

orienteering. 

In addition pupils have access to professional swim coaching, in the indoor heated pool, which has 

helped some of our pupils achieve major successes at Country, Area and National level. 

Safety, team play, rules-awareness and the development of confidence and skills are all part of the PE 

taught at Kelly. We have access to extensive playing fields which include an all-weather pitch. A full, 

competitive fixture list is arranged with other IAPS and local schools. Children at Kelly thrive on a 

balanced blend of physical and academic activity. 
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The Arts 

 

Allowing talents to flourish 

¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ YŜƭƭȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ aŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ 

drama within the school year: form assemblies, nativity plays, the Christmas Revue and annual school 

plays as well as timetabled lessons. These occasions are vital in providing the children with the chance to 

become more self-confident and mature. 

The specialist class teaching of music from such an early age engenders a love of music and an 

appreciation of its importance. In addition to class music lessons, pupils have access to a wide variety of 

musical instruments, taught by our experienced peripatetic staff, and are able to join the orchestra, 

choir and other music groups. 

Everyone can achieve in Art whether in drawing, painting, printing, modeling, sculpture or ceramics. In 

lessons pupils are taught many skills that allow them to express their creativity. Children love the thrill of 

wider opportunities and challenges. Art is popular both as a subject and an after school activity. 

¶ Self confidence through drama 

¶ Wide-ranging instrumental music 

¶ Artistic creativity engendered. 

¶ School plays and concerts 
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Pastoral Care 

 

At Kelly College, great attention is paid to pastoral care. The happiness of your child is at the centre of 

everything that we do. If children are happy then they are in the right frame of mind to work hard and to 

achieve. 

Older pupils are encouraged to act as role models and offer support for younger children; visitors often 

comment upon the relationships that are evident between our children. We stress the importance of 

courtesy and good manners whilst allowing children to be children. 

Every pupil is a member of a House and is in the care of a form tutor who is the first point of call for 

parents and for staff. The Prep school staff make a point of knowing each child, which is vital within a 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

make time to talk to parents. The school operates an open door policy and recognizes that 

communication between home and school is paramount. A partnership between school and home 

ensures that childhood is safeguarded and will be remembered with fondness. 

¶ Effective pastoral care system 

¶ Good communication between school and home 

¶ House system 

¶ Courtesy and good manners valued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We only have one childhood ς it has to be the best   
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Kelly College Senior School 

 

Preparation for life 

Kelly College is a small, caring, fully co-educational boarding and day school, which occupies a beautiful 

site on the outskirts of Tavistock, overlooking the Dartmoor National Park. It is a friendly school with 

great sense of community and a genuine commitment to the well being of its pupils. 

 

At Kelly, education is about the whole person ς academic but also cultural, physical and spiritual. Our 

aims are to enable our pupils to gain the necessary qualifications that will allow each of them to have 

choices about their future; and to experience a whole range of wider opportunities outside the 

classroom. It gives a real ΨǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΩΦ 
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KELLY COLLEGE  

PREPARATORY SCHOOL  

 

Kelly College Preparatory School is located in Tavistock on the edge of Dartmoor between Okehampton 

and Plymouth on the A386 Tavistock to Okehampton road. 

 


